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Greetings and blessings to all Filipino workers struggling for justice at Grand Isle Shipyard, the 
National Coordinating Committee of the Justice for GIS Filipino Workers Campaign, the National 
Alliance for Filipino Concerns, and participants in this fact-finding mission!

We, the Organizing Committee for the Northern California Chapter of the National Ecumenical Forum for 
Filipino Concerns (NorCal NEFFCON) are deeply moved by the plight of Filipino workers at the Grand Isle  
Shipyard in New Orleans, LA. As people of faith, we bring the social justice traditions and moral voice of  
our various religious communities to this struggle. In support of the workers standing up for justice, we 
have sent the Rev. Dr. Israel Alvaran, Vice-Chair of our organizing committee, to bring this message of  
solidarity. 

The  recruiting  practices  of  the  Grand  Isle  Shipyard  that  have  brought  skilled  workers  from  the 
Philippines to work on various projects in the Gulf of Mexico with promises of visas, living wages, and 
quality jobs, is in sharp contrast with the realities of life for the Filipino workers that have included  
substandard housing with exorbitant rental charges; workdays of 10-14 hours, 6-7 days per week; low 
wages with no overtime pay; fraudulent recovery of workers’ income tax refunds; constant surveillance;  
movement  and  communications  confned  to  their  work  and  housing  areas;  restriction  of  religious  
practices; and negligence resulting in exposure to physical peril including the deaths of three workers.

In light of this grave injustice, we decry the exploitation of the Filipino workers who came in good faith,  
seeking economic well-being, and extend to the workers and their families our support and our prayers,  
with  encouragement  for  those  who  are  or  will  be  part  of  the  class  action  suit  against  Grand  Isle 
Shipyard.  We most strongly urge Grand Isle  Shipyard and its  recruiters to end their  deplorable and 
duplicitous treatment of guest workers, and call upon the Philippine government, the Department of  
Labor, and local elected ofcials to aid the workers, mobilize resources for their support, and protect  
their rights as Filipino citizens and immigrant workers. 

We bring a message to Grand Isle Shipyard from Holy Scripture. The Apostle James, a follower of Jesus 
Christ, wrote in the Epistle of James 5:4: “Listen! Hear the cries of the feld workers whom you have 
cheated of their pay. The wages you held back cry out against you. The cries of those who harvest your  
felds have reached the ears of God Almighty.” To all of us, the Prophet Micah proclaims: “What does 
God require of us? - Do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God.” 

Yours in the ongoing struggle for justice,

Rev. Dr. Mary Susan Gast, Chair of the Organizing Committee
Northern California Chapter - National Ecumenical Forum for Filipino Concerns



Prayer for the Filipino Workers at Grand Isle Shipyard

You are our refuge and our stronghold, Our God in Whom we trust.

You are shelter and compassion, O Holy One. You stay with us. May Your presence bring 
courage and strength to all who are exploited and defrauded, exposed to danger and 
mistreated.

We pray today especially for the skilled laborers from the Philippines who came to the 
Gulf of Mexico in pursuit of economic well-being, trusting the promises of their 
recruiters and the sanctity of written contracts. Deceived, confned, surveilled, shoddily 
housed, overworked, and deprived even of the solace of their religious practices, these 
Your children have only You to turn to as safe harbor.

They have heard Your word that You will sustain the lives of those who love You. 
You will protect all those who know You and call You by name. That when any of us calls 
to You, You will answer us; You will be with us in trouble, 
You will keep us safe and cherish us. With long life You will satisfy us, 
And show us Your comfort and protection.

May Your word be made real in our lives and through our lives, we pray in the name of 
the Savior of all who are lost, the Redeemer of any who fear they are abandoned, Jesus 
Christ. Amen.

This prayer is based on the passages from Psalm 91 assigned by the New Common Lectionary for the First 
Sunday in Lent, 17 February 2013. We ask that prayers be offered on that day in support of the Solidarity 
and Fact- Finding Mission to be undertaken in New Orleans February 22-25. Permission is granted by 
Reverend Mary Susan Gast for the prayer’s use and distribution.

--Organizing Committee, Northern California Chapter National Ecumenical Forum for Filipino Concerns 
February 8, 2013


	Organizing Committee, Northern California Chapter National Ecumenical Forum for Filipino Concerns

